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together with the arrest of the banker Dobryi, who as
director of the Bank for Foreign Trade had been of value
and assistance to Groner's trading commission, provided
Eichhorn with the pretext for which he had been Waiting.
On the afternoon of April 28, the Ministers for War, Foreign
Affairs, and Agriculture were arrested as the Rada was in
full session, and the Minister for the Interior only escaped
by jumping through a window. By what was later described
officially as " an excess of zeal on the part of the troops
employed ", the other members of the Rada were first
made to stand with their hands above their heads, then
relieved of any arms they were carrying, and, finally,
forcibly dispersed. On the following day Skoropadsky was
proclaimed Hetman of the Ukraine before the Congress of
Landowners.1

Violent protests against this action were made by
Holubowicz both to Baron Mumm and to the Imperial
German Government, and Eichhorn was bitterly attacked
in the Reichstag ; but all to no purpose, for, as Hoffmann
noted with satisfaction, " everything done in the Ukraine
is the result of the most careful consultation between the
Chancellor, the Foreign Office, and G.H.Q."2

The appearance of the Hetman as a new political factor
should have materially improved the position of the Central
Powers in the Ukraine. In some respects it did so. The
early months of Skoropadsky's regime were marked by a
substantial economic revival, the land-owners, industrial-
ists, and bourgeoisie being only too anxious to co-operate
with the new Government and the agencies of Germany
and Austria-Hungary. The deliveries in kind began to
attain almost schedule standards; meat became once more
available in Central Europe, and 140,000 badly needed
horses made up deficiencies in the German Army. Even

1  Gratz and Schiiller, pp. 135-136; Bunyan, pp. 9-17; Svoloda
Rossii, May 9, 1918 ; Prwda, May 9, 1918.

2  Hoffmann, i. 215.